
  
 

 

Broadhempston Primary School 
Modern Foreign Languages Curriculum Plan 

We highly value languages as part of the children’s entitlement to a broad and balanced curriculum. We aim to encourage children to develop an appreciation of languages and 
foster their curiosity of the wider world. Languages underpin the connections, cultural capital and communication skills needed to be global citizens and open doors to further 
opportunities.  
Our Spanish scheme of work aims to instil a love of language learning and an awareness of other cultures. We want children to develop the confidence to communicate in 
Spanish for practical purposes, using both written and spoken Spanish. Through our scheme of work, we aim to give children a foundation for language learning that encourages 
and enables them to apply their skills to other languages and facilitates further language study as they move into their next phase of education.  
Our scheme is carefully planned and sequenced to enable children to build firm foundations in the strands of phonics, vocabulary and grammar. Children connect these 
building blocks of knowledge to create meaning in a variety of contexts, allowing them to develop their skills in language comprehension: listening and reading and language 
production: speaking and writing. 

Curriculum design and delivery 

Our scheme includes three knowledge strands: phonics, vocabulary and 
grammar and in each unit, children will then draw upon this knowledge 
when comprehending and producing language to help them achieve the 
aims of the national curriculum.  
Children are given opportunities to communicate for practical purposes 
around familiar subjects and routines and lessons are adapted so they 
can be accessed and enjoyed by all. Our scheme provides balanced 
opportunities for communication in both spoken and written Spanish. 
Children first develop confidence and accuracy with oral skills then 
increasingly apply their knowledge to extended reading and writing as 
they progress through Key stage 2. It is a spiral curriculum, with key skills, 
grammar and vocabulary revisited with increasing complexity, allowing 
pupils to revise and build on their previous learning.  
Lessons incorporate a range of teaching strategies from independent tasks, paired and group work including role-play, language games and language detective work which 
incudes skills such as recognising learned vocabulary, spotting cognates, using context to predict word meanings and analysing word order.  
Our scheme of work focuses on developing these language detective skills and an understanding of Spanish grammar, rather than committing to memory vast amounts of 
Spanish vocabulary.  

 



  
 

 

The three pillars of progression 

Phonics: A comprehensive Spanish phonics programme is embedded into the scheme ensuring the explicit teaching of critical phonemes focuses on both pronunciation and the 
sound-spelling link. We use ‘mouth mechanics’ pupil videos presented by native speakers which supports this learning by including an in-depth look at the shape of the mouth 
when creating each phoneme. 
Vocabulary: Our scheme systematically introduces the most commonly used words, especially simple and common verbs. It then provides opportunities for children to revisit 
previously-learned vocabulary in different contexts. This approach allows the children to commit these key words to their long-term memory. The lessons are designed to ensure 
that each time new vocabulary is introduced, the pupils have an opportunity to use it in language comprehension and production activities. 
Grammar: Developing grammatical understanding through a carefully planned progression of key structures is the bedrock of the scheme. Grammar is explicitly taught and 
systematically revisited to ensure that basic structures are committed to memory before more complex ones are introduced. Lessons are organised to allow opportunities to 
practise grammar structures across modalities (speaking, writing, reading and listening) and carefully scaffolded activities enable children to manipulate the words and grammar 
themselves and begin to use new language creatively. 

Oracy 

Through our Spanish curriculum, children have opportunities to develop their oracy skills by: 

• Developing the physical skills required for speech by utilising their voice, body language, and facial expressions to better communicate in Spanish. 

• Questioning and responding to each other in Spanish to build communication skills and role-playing as Spanish speakers to practice conversational skills. 

• Interpreting the speech of native Spanish speakers, learning to gist and summarise meaning. 

Assessment  

The impact of our Spanish scheme is monitored continuously through both formative and summative assessment. Children frequently evaluate their own and their peers’ 
performance, respond to feedback and recognise their own progress. There is also a quiz and knowledge catcher which is used at the end of each topic.  
We measure the impact of MFL through the following methods:  

• Observing children’s speaking and listening and using IT to gather images and videos of the children’s speaking and listening 

• Termly assessments using specific success criteria for each unit.  

• Interviewing the children about their learning (Pupil Voice). 

CPD 

Our scheme is based on Kapow Primary’s Spanish scheme which has been created with the understanding that many teachers do not feel confident delivering the full language 
curriculum. Strong subject knowledge is vital for staff to be able to deliver a highly effective language curriculum and each unit of lessons includes multiple teacher videos to 
develop subject knowledge and support ongoing CPD. Lessons include sections to explain key grammar and language points to the teacher before the lesson, together with key 
vocabulary and a pronunciation sound guide. Lesson presentations include sound files, supporting teachers who are less confident with their own pronunciation to deliver the 
lesson and support the children's learning. In addition, there is also a comprehensive series of phoneme videos to build teachers’ and pupils’ speaking confidence. 

 



  
 

 

The National Curriculum 

In Key Stage Two pupils should be taught to: 
• listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding 
• explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, sound and meaning of words 
• engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those of others; seek clarification and help* 
• speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures 
• develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases* 
• present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences* 
• read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing 
• appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language 
• broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary 
• write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas clearly 
• describe people, places, things and actions orally* and in writing 
• understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including (where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of 

high-frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how to apply these, for instance, to build sentences; and how these differ from or are similar to 
English 

 
 

Progression of knowledge and skills 

Please see below for progression of knowledge and skills for Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 mapped against the National Curriculum objectives.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

 

Progression of knowledge – Grammar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

 

Progression of knowledge – Grammar contd… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

 

Progression of knowledge – Grammar contd… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

 

Progression of skills – Language comprehension (Listening & reading) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

 

Progression of skills – Language production (Speaking & writing) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

 

Progression of skills – Language production (Speaking & writing) contd… 

 

 
 


