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Collective Worship Observation and Monitoring Record
Observer: Grace Coles			Date: 26 Jan 2026
Led by: Jill Ryder
Observations on the extent to which the worship was inclusive, inspiring and invitational.
	How was it inclusive? Were there opportunities for the whole school community to engage with collective worship today? (eg staff, SEND, EAL, other faiths)
As children came into Collective Worship, JR handed out small, tactile wooden crosses to specific children who struggle with sitting still and listening. These appeared to be effective in keeping their hands busy so that they could more easily attend to, and access, the content of the CW. 

Year 5/6 children had the responsibility of setting up and putting away the hall for CW, as well as running the technology used throughout.

The use of the IWB to share a presentation and to show a video meant that there was sound, image, storytelling and visual clues to support even the youngest children to engage with the content.

	How was it inspiring? Describe the variety of creative experiences used to enable the children to encounter God – liturgy/music/biblical story or passage/drama/deep wondering questions/prayer time/stillness and reflection

During the CW, JR asked the children to reflect on and answer questions such as “What is the message of hope in this story?”, “How odes our school have a vision of a hopeful future?”. There were also more open ended questions to prompt inner reflection such as “How will you have hope today?”

The use of an online video which told the story of the Road to Emmaus engaged all the children, prompted them to laugh and react and think about the messages in the story. 

When the children entered the hall, there was a candle burning to promote peace and a sense of this being a reflective and calm moment. 

The CW ended with the children reciting a prayer together. 


	How was it invitational? Opportunities for pupils to take part in the act of worship today? (planned or unplanned)

All children entered the space with an awareness that this was a time in which they were going to have the chance to comment, reflect, and engage. There were many moments where they were invited to reflect quietly and then offered the opportunity to share their thoughts with the rest of the school, which lots of different children took the chance for by raising their hand and answering JRs questions. 

Some of the older children were taking part by running the powerpoint and playing the video. 




Observations on the elements of Anglican Liturgy used and opportunities for spiritual engagement
	Gathering/welcome
How did you know worship was about to begin? How were people gathered – music/candle/focal point/liturgy

There was a candle burning, a quiet and calm atmosphere in the hall, lots of praise for the children who entered the hall in a worshipful manner. There was a display on the IWB with the School’s Vision displayed clearly. The start of the CW was marked with the whole school reciting together: “This is the day the lord has made, let us rejoice in it”. 


	Engaging/learning
Was there a bible story? What was it?
What was the key message that was delivered?

The Road to Emmaus was the story used to open up discussion about Hope. Through this bible story, JR talked about how Christians see hope in Jesus’ story, through his miracles, his death, and his resurrection. 

There was discussion of salvation, what this word means, what Jesus died for. One child said “Jesus died to take away our sins - so that we could be forgiven”. Children reflected that “hope is when you want something to happen”. 

JR linked theme of story back to school vision. “How does our school have a vision of a hopeful future?” 
Answers were - “the vision gives us the answer of how to be hopeful and successful”
“If we ask grownups they will help us know what to do”.

	Reflection/Response
Was there a time of reflection? How was this done – prayer/music/quiet time. 
Were the children invited to make a response? How was this done – leader questioning/children participation/links to real life scenario? 

The use of the Windows, Mirrors and Doors framework as the CW unfolded supported children to reflect, respond and make links between the bible story and their own lives and context. Children were being constantly invited to offer their thoughts, to deeply consider, and to share learnings from the bible story which shed light on their own lives.

It was evident that the children are used to thinking about bible stories and using them to question and interpret their own realities. 

	Sending out
Was there a clear ending to the worship? How was this done – liturgy/prayer? How did children leave the venue – silence/singing?

The whole school sang ‘Shine, Jesus shine’ together, before closing with their school prayer and a moment of quiet reflection in which JR encouraged the children to be ‘quiet on the inside, and the outside’. 

Children left the CW quietly and calmly to go on to their playtime.
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