School Ethos Group Monitoring Enquiry
Landscove Church of England Primary School
	Spring Term 2 Monitoring Visit Notes

Enquiry focus: Is the religious education curriculum effective? (with reference to the expectations set out in the Church of England’s Statement of Entitlement for Religious Education)

· How do school and trust leaders ensure that the provision, profile, and priority of religious education in all key stages reflect its place on the curriculum of a Church school? 

· How do school and trust leaders ensure that the religious education curriculum is challenging, accurate, well-sequenced, well-balanced, relevant, and diverse? 

· How do school and trust leaders ensure that religious education is well-resourced, and that continuing professional development for staff has an impact on the effectiveness of the curriculum? 

In VA schools only:  What is the quality of religious education?
· What is the quality of teaching? 

· How well do pupils make progress in their learning as a result of a balanced and well-structured religious education curriculum?

· How does assessment inform teaching and learning? 


	Date/duration of visits and meetings:  
20/03/2026


	Name of Ethos group members involved in the enquiry: 
Anna Nevilla and Emma Piercey-Fisher

Written by: Emma Piercey-Fisher


	Learn/Support/Challenge
Key Questions to ask to aid discussion:

	
Notes/what’s working well:

	Monitoring activity 1:  Discussion with RE lead

· How does your RE meet the demands of the locally agreed syllabus/C of E Statement of Entitlement as appropriate? 
· How is RE planned and by whom? How is planning and teaching monitored to ensure high quality? 
· What is the balance between teaching Christianity and non-Christian faiths? Which faiths are taught? 
· Is the children’s ability to hold age-appropriate informed conversations about Christianity and other faiths improving? Give examples. 
· Do all pupils, whatever their needs, meet exciting and challenging tasks in RE? Give examples. 
· How is pupils’ learning recorded and celebrated? How rigorously is it assessed? Is there a school marking policy which affects RE? 
· Does RE provide a safe space for pupils to discuss and reflect on their own convictions? 
· What opportunities are there for spiritual development and for engaging with the Christian vision and values of the school? 
· What level of support is provided for RE i.e. through staff training, resources, visits and visitors? 

Additional questions/discussion:



	· The rolling programme is designed to ensure that 50% of the curriculum time focuses on Christianity. All classes designate 1 hour per week for RE and in addition Landscove has RE days in the Gospel Groups, e.g. Easter in a day, Christmas in a day. Christians, Jews and Muslims are taught in KS1 and Hinduism additionally in KS2. 
· Anna Neville has devised the rolling programme. As a school we use RE Today planning. This has to be adapted to meet the needs of the children by class teachers, supported by Anna Neville. Staff across two schools do a ‘book look’ together. Anna Neville does lesson observations and analyses data.
· 50/50. Christians, Jews, Muslims - KS1, Same plus Hindus and non-religious world views e.g. Humanists - KS2.
· Visitors who come to the school all comment on the children’s ability to do this. Reverend Gina, Open the Book, Humanist and Hindu speakers, cultural champions etc. During visits, children ask thoughtful questions in a respectful manner posed to faith leaders. E.g. Plymouth Synagogue, Buckfast Abbey. Teachers are noticing children using the tier 3 words in their conversations. 
· As a school we have responded to Pupil Voice and adapted learning activities so they enable a more creative response. The activities are adapted so that all children are able to articulate their knowledge and understanding in a confident manner. E.g. Children can design a double page spread complete with text and images or the teacher can scribe and the child produce a Wordle. The assessment lesson gives the children freedom to choose how to express their learning.
· Learning is recorded in RE books and on Class Sway. Together they provide an accurate picture of the learning journey. Teachers assess after each lesson and adapt the following powerpoints if necessary. End of unit assessments are carried out, providing summative data. 
· The school’s culture of respect provides a safe space whether it is RE or any other topic of discussion. Opportunities to ‘Make connections’ are facilitated during most lessons and in all units.
· Teachers use the ‘Windows, Mirrors & Doors’ in planning to ensure opportunities for developing spirituality are maximised. Spiritual development comes through during visits to places of worship.
· Staff feel well supported by the subject lead who receives regular training from the Trust and Diocese.

	Key questions:

	Notes/what’s working well:

	Monitoring activity 2: Discussion with children, with their current RE books

· Can you show me a piece of work you really enjoyed in RE? Why did you enjoy it? 
· Is there something you really enjoyed in RE that you can’t show me e.g. drama, discussion, modelling? Tell me about it. 
· Can you show me a sample of work where you felt you learned lots? What did you learn? 
· What important things have you learnt about Christianity and other religions? Is your knowledge improving? 
· How do you know if you have done well in RE? 
· How do you know what your next steps are? Can you show me/tell me about some feedback that was helpful to you? 
· What type of activities do you enjoy best in RE? What would make RE even better? 
· How does RE help you as a learner and a person? Has anything you’ve learnt about inspired you?
· Is RE important in a school? Why/why not? 
· Are people’s views listened to and respected in RE? Do discussions in RE ever refer to or remind you of your school’s Christian values?

Additional questions/discussion:



	· There was a lesson where we listened to lots of songs to do with God and we had to decide whether the songs were Holy or loving. At home later I searched for the song on Youtube and listened to it again. I enjoyed it because it was a nice song, not much writing and a fun lesson. - I enjoyed the end of unit double-page spread. I quite like adding everything I’ve learned over the topic and combining images, artwork and text.
· Visiting the Synagogue and visiting the Mosque. We discussed about Christian Aid and worked in a group. I did the pictures, someone else did the writing. We can work by ourselves or in groups. When visitors, e.g. Rev. Gina come and give talks.
· The lesson on analysing a piece of art (El Greco, Christ Driving the Money Changers from the Temple) was interesting because it was good to see how everyone saw different things. We noticed figures suffering on the left and Disciples on the right who were happy because they are following Jesus. We linked it to how God is Holy. - I liked the lesson where we were chatting about Heaven and Hell. Some people think different things about Heaven and Hell. 
· Learning about Muslim Pillars of Islam was really fascinating because each pillar means a different thing. Every Mosque has an archway which faces Mecca. Every year they go on pilgrimage and go on a walk for hours and throw stones. The reason the box is there is because of a story to do with a mother and child finding water. Every year more than three million Muslims go on Pilgrimage to praise Allah. - Christianity is based on the Bible and two other holy books, the Torah and the Koran. God is Omnipresent, the most powerful. Comparing bad things and good things about being just holy or just loving. It’s important that there is a balance.
· We get ticks and comments in our books. I get questions to help me build on my answers. Conversations with teachers. 
· Comments in my book to help me build on my understanding so I can make my work better. We have conversations with teachers to build on our discussions and go deeper.
· I quite like drawing to say what we’re thinking. - I think it would be better to have even more time to discuss. Books show us what we’ve done but discussing helps it to go in better. - Learn about even more religions. 
· Before I did RE I didn’t believe in God but now I believe more. The Bible fell down in RE and it seemed like a sign from God. - It has helped me to respect other people’s religions and not judge them for their differences.
· Yes it’s important because we are a Christian School and we have the Church right there. - We should learn about Christianity and other religions/non-religions in school because of where we live and we could have people from other religions come to school.
· Yes, quite a lot. We were talking about forgiveness and responsibility to do with Easter. Religions all relate to each other so we need to empathise. Respect and responsibility when learning about caring for the Earth, no matter what religion you are.

	Questions from your observations/discussions that you would like to raise:



	

	Suggestions/support and ideas to share:



	



